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(54) IMAGE PICKUP DEVICE 
(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To conduct proper 
exposure control in the high sensitivity mode driving a 
low speed electronic shutter wrth a configuration of 
reducing the circuit scale and cost. 
SOLUTION: The device ts composed of a sampling 
circuit 14 sampling a signal level of a video signal output 
of a solid-state image pickup element 3 (or AGO circuit) 
and an exposure control circuit 15 calculating an 
aperture control variable (or gain of AGO circuit) of an 
aperture drive circuit 1 1 from a signal level of the 
sampling circuit 14. A system control circuit 10 
controlling a hold circuit 8 holding the aperture control 
variable (or gain of AGO circuit) from the exposure 
control circuit 1 5 is provided to attain proper exposure 
control similarly to the usual operation even in the case 
of low speed electronic shutter drive. 
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